The Quarter.                    42?
tionas that just quoted, after the intention had been abandoned, was to run the risk of adding a crime to the original blunder. As a matter of fact the withdrawal of the Governor, and the abandonment of. those who had befriended us to the vengeance of the hostile Mangals and other tribes involved a serious breach of faith.
If the object of the Khost Valley expedition was merely a reconnaissance of the country, then the proclamation just referred to is unintelligible. If it was permanent occupation, then it showed grievous miscalculation of the means at the disposal of General Roberts for the purpose. The most curious part of the business is that the proclamation was made after the idea of military occupation had, from whatever cause, been abandoned, and when the experience that had been gained of the temper of the surrounding tribes was such as to afford abundant ground for anticipating the failure of any attempt to hold the country without a strong show of force to back the civil authorities.
Almost immediately after the proclamation, the force set oufc to return to Hazar Pir; and it had hardly left Matoon when the place was surrounded, and it had to return to rescue the representative of the newly imposed British authority. Anything more damaging to British faith and British prestige, than the policy thus pursued, it would te difficult to imagine.
The Quetta force, whose progress had, owing to want of carriage and imperfect organisation, previously been iusignificant, advanced with creditable rapidity, when once fairly started, and, moving partly by the Gwaja, and partly by the Kojak Pas$ entered Gandahar unopposed on the 8th January. The only serious attempt to resist the advance occurred on the 4th, when a considerable body of the enemy's cavalry, waiting for Colonel Kennedy's force near the embouchure " of the Ghalah Pass, were surprised and completely routed with heavy loss by a squadron of the 15th Hussars and some of the 1st Panjab Cavalry under General Palliser.
On the 17th January a force under General Biddulph was detached to Girishk on the Herat Koad, which place was occupied without opposition on the 29th, and General Stewart with a por*-tion of the force marched from Candahar to Khilat-i-Qilzai on the 15th, entering it after it had been abandoned by the enemy. On the 21st detachments from the latter force reconnoitred successfully the Arghandab and Argasan valleys, and General Stewart returned to Candahar on the llth February, while General Biddulph with the 15th Hussars, 8th Bengal Cavalry, No. 3 Pfesh-awar Mountain Battery &, M.'s 70th Regiment, No. 5 Company Sappers and Miners, No. 9 Company Sappers and Miners, 1st Punjab Infantry, 1st Goorkha Regiment, and 32nd Pioneers,